Mzuni Post-Graduate Students excel at International Conference.
Seven Post-Graduate Students, one former student and two staff members of the Department of Mathematics of Mzuzu University recently presented 13 papers at the SAMSA 2008 (Southern African Mathematics and Science Association) International Conference which was held in Maputo, Mozambique from 25th to 28th November 2008.  All 13 papers presented new results and all 13 papers were very well received by SAMSA.  This is a milestone in the history of Mathematics in Mzuzu University if not for Mathematics in Malawi as a whole.  It is unlikely that so many original results in Mathematics were ever before presented at any one conference by people from Malawi.  
At the Closing Ceremony for SAMSA 2008, Mzuzu University got special mention for its unprecedented work in Mathematics.  And at the same Closing Ceremony it was not surprising to hear it announced that Mr Nephtale Mumba scooped the Award for the Best Student Presentation.   Mr Mumba’s  award consists of full support for Travel, Accommodation and Conference Fees for SAMSA 2009 which will be held in Tanzania next year.  Mr Mumba is in the final stages of completing his MSc Degree Programme in Information Theory, Coding and Cryptography at Mzuzu University.  Mr Mumba has also just begun working with the Catholic University of Malawi (CUNIMA) as a Lecturer in the Mathematics Department. 

Among the eight students were two ladies who also presented original work.  The two ladies, in fact, presented three papers.  Many were delighted to witness ladies present work at such a high level and it helped to dispel the myth that Mathematics is only for males.  The organisers of SAMSA admitted that the competition among the Mzuni Students, both male and female, was so high that they had difficulty in singling out one person for the Award.  

SAMSA 2008 was the 26th Annual Conference of SAMSA.  It drew participants not only from the SADC Countries but also drew participation from West Africa, Nigeria,  Kenya, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, England, Germany, Norway, Italy and the United States of America.  It was a truly International Conference and it was great to see Mzuni featuring so highly in it.  We congratulate the Mzuni Post-Graduate Students for a job well done.
Mzuzu University sent a minibus to Maputo.  It involved three days travelling to Maputo and another three days to return.  The Mzuni Students want to make special mention of the NBS Bank (New Building Society Bank) who at very short notice agreed to add its support to Mzuzu University for this venture.  Mzuni is very grateful to NBS for their support.    
